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Pastor’s Heart

Christmas rushed by as it
always does. I pray that you and
your family had a blessed time of
joy and devotion. Now we rush
toward another New Year. Today
will be a good day to do some
checking up on our spiritual com-
mitments and a good day to renew
our determination to follow wholly
after our Lord.

On the first page of to-
day’s Chronicles you will find re-
minders of the many things that
God has done in our midst in 2007.
We often move so quickly from
one blessing of God to another,
and from one expectation to an-
other, that we fail to realize how
active God has been in our midst
and how much God has allowed us
to accomplish.

It is that way for me. I am
so busy looking forward to the next
plan, sermon, missions event, or
ministry that it is easy for me to
fail to rejoice and take note of what
God is doing or has done. Take

time to reflect on what God has
done in your life over the past year.
Make sure to remember and rejoice
in His work, before you move on
to the New Year.

The work of the past
should never become an excuse for
idleness in the present. At the same
time, failing to recognize and re-
member the blessings and work of
God in the past can lead to a terri-
ble pattern of dissatisfaction in our
soul and even disunity in the body
of Christ. God was often calling
Israel to remember the mighty
works of God. Let’s remember,
rejoice in, and realize what God is
doing at First Baptist Church.

We have almost reached
our goal of $36,000 for our special
Lottie Moon Offering for Interna-
tional Missions. That is a great tes-
timony of our commitment to mis-
sions around the world. Congratu-
lations on your faithfulness.

In His Love,
Pastor Randy

Revision to the
Snow Policy

5. If at all possible, the Family Life
Center will be open 12:00 P.M. to
4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday
on “snow days.” Free play policies
are in effect: one guest only per
person, children Kindergarten and
above must be accompanied by a
person 16 or older.

Reminder: ALL CANCELLA-
TIONS WILL BE POSTED ON
www.fbccookeville.org AS
WELL AS THE FBC SNOW
LINE (526-4685), AND, IF POS-
SIBLE, WILL BE BROADCAST
ON WHUB RADIO (1400
AM/98.5 FM) AND CABLE
TELEVISION CHANNEL 7.
ONLY CANCELLATIONS WILL
BE GIVEN.

Today we’re
asking  every
family to be a
part of our 5"
Sunday  Food
Drive for Help-
ing Hands of
Putnam County by bringing a
bag of groceries to church.
These foods will go a long way
to help those who are disadvan-
taged, discouraged, and dis-
tressed and need to know the
love of Christ and other Chris-
tians. Please place
your sackful of gro-
ceries in one of the
collection  boxes
around the church.

Thank you J‘br ﬁfinﬂ a
| part of this wonderful ministry.
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Kyle Fuller Tonight: Our former music
ministry assistant, Kyle Fuller, is in town
for the holidays and will be playing with
the Remnant Praise Band tonight. Kyle is
currently a student at the Regent School of
Law in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Choir Leaders and Officers to Meet,
Plan, and Pray: There will be three special
meetings for music ministry leaders this
Wednesday, January 2. All preschool and
children’s choir leaders will meet at 5:00
p.m. in the Old Chapel to plan for the com-
ing season including the spring musical.
The youth choir ministry council will meet
in the Choir Room at 5:00 p.m. to discuss
our plans for the youth project and the sum-
mer mission tour. At 6:30 p.m., the Sanctu-
ary Choir officers and caregroup leaders
will meet in the Choir Room to strategize
for their coming season. Each of these
meetings will focus on scheduling, recruit-
ment, and prayer.

Youth Choir Reunion: A couple of youth
choir alumnae are spearheading an effort to
hold a First Baptist youth choir reunion in
the fall of 2008. We are currently collecting
names and addresses of former youth choir
members. If you can provide any informa-
tion, please contact the church music minis-
try office. What a wonderful event this will
be.

Men Wanted: The Sanctuary Choir needs
more male singers and this is a great time to
join the choir. Everyone, men and women,
interested in singing with the choir is wel-
come to join us for rehearsal on Wednes-
day, January 9, at 6:30 p.m. We will have
music ready for guest singers to use. Al-
though rehearsals last only 60 minutes,
many choir members find this to be a great
mid-week spiritual pick-me-up. We hope to
see you there.

Twelve Days of Christmas: Today is the
sixth day of Christmas. The liturgical sea-
son of Christmas begins on the 25" and
lasts twelve days. Did you know that the
“partridge in a pear tree” is actually a refer-
ence to Jesus Christ? The whole song was
written to help children learn the tenets of
Christmas faith. Christmas is followed by
Epiphany which begins on January 6. I’ll
write more about that next week. So, for
now, Merry Christmas! Jonathan Nelms
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Children’s Bible Prill
Needs You!

Children’s Bible Drill for grades 1-3 is without a leader and the
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-y g children need someone. They meet
=% f =% = ~—== on Sunday afternoon from 5:00-
= 5:45. There is a well prepared cur-
riculum to follow that is fun, hands
on learning. It is designed to teach
children to locate, learn and apply

scripture to life. See Ann Hertzfeldt or Greg Steeves if you
could help out. God will bless you as you bless these children

with the offering of your time.

Marriage Retreat

Featuring Dr. Gary Chapman

February ¢-8
Ridgecrest, N.C.
Cost: 8229 per couple includes lodg-
ing, breakfast and lunch on Saturday

$25 deposit payable to FBC now. Sign up in the Church Office.
See Steve or Pam Farris for more information.

Financial
Workshop

3 week class begins
January 6
Gonierence Room

4:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Larry Spain
Limited seating. Call the church
office or sign up in the Central
Lobby by January 3. There is no
cost but materials need to be or-
dered.

Mission
Opportunity

We still need some
willing vessels for a
mission trip to Gre-
nada March 7-14.
See or call Bro.
Steve Farris or Bill
Stone.
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TELL ME!

the storg of Jesus
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$36,000
$36,000
$30,000
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$12,000
$6,000

WOM Day

Group

The WOM Davtime Bible
Study Grour will not have
their regular meeting in Janu-
ary. We will meet on January
8 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 143.




