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 In 1845, the Foreign Mission Board was founded at the 
Southern Baptist Convention and sent its Ǫrst missionaries to 
China.  
 Lottie Moon went to China in 1873.  She saw the devastation 
that plagues, famines, wars, and revolutions had on the Chinese 
people.  She continued to plead for more food and monies to assist 
in those around her who were starving.    
  In 1887, Lottie Moon wrote to the Foreign Mission Journal 

and proposed that the 
week before Christmas be 
established as a focus to 
foreign missions and 
monies collected go to 
their support.  Southern 
Baptist women organized 
local Womens Missionary 
Societies and Sunbeam 
Bands for children to 
promote and support 
missions through 
collecting funds and 
emphasizing the need for 

evangelism throughout the world.   
 This endeavor became the FIRST Christmas oǨering for 
missions, $3,315. This sent three new missionaries to China, thus 
began the annual oǨering for foreign missions. 
 In 1918, the week long emphasis for international 
missionaries was named the Lottie Moon Christmas OǨering. 
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Christmas Gathering to follow 

Church Goal: 
$59,500 (the cost 
for 1 missionary) 
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