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nie Armstrong Offering
or North American Missions
- Church goal for this year is $14,000

Teacher Needed

No experience needed. This is a
wonderful ministry opportunity. Per-
son will be working with 4-5 year
olds in Children’s Church during
10:45 service. If you are interested,
contact Ann Hertzfeldt at 526-7108.

Baptist Collegiate Ministry
Dinner Theatre: Meet Me at Luigi’s
April 11 or April 12

6:00 p.m. @ TTU’'s BCM

$10 per person (All proceeds go to
summer missions) Call 526-4282
for reservations by April 10.

Townsend Mission Meeting
IMPORTANT

Wednesday, April 16

3:30 p.m.

$50 deposit due

GROW Outreach
Wednesday, April 23
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

taff

enior Pastor
"Administration
iate Pastor for Music

outh & Collegiates
Steve Farris, D.Min., Assistant Pastor for Outreach,
Adult Education and Missions
Ann Hertzfeldt, Director of Preschool &
Children’s Ministries
Alain Edel, Assistant Pastor for Hispanic Ministries

Pastor of Family Life

Pastor’'s Heart

Clear focus is difficult to maintain, whether
in individual lives or the life of a church.
“Good” things often supplant the “best’
things. Well thought-out plans are often ne-
glected because of immediate emergencies. or urgent circumstances. Focus
may be lost simply because we fail to refocus on the |mportant stuff when cir-
cumstance arise that blur our original vision. ! 4

My guess is thatyou, like_me; find-that good- tdeas and plans at times
are simply forgotten because you are sidetracked- by urgent needs. Sometime
later, you ask yourself “Whatever happened to my |ntent|on to (you fill in the
blank here).” ~

Such is especrally true in churches The essentlal purposes of the
church like worship/and witness are many times neglected in our thinking and
planning because we become primarily focused on some new urgent need or
good program. We sometimes find ourselves S|mply doing the same good stuff
that other; organizations. do- ‘and neglectlng the thrngs appointed. by God that
only the church can do.

Such is the reason that I beheve our focus on encountermg God, en-
couraging discipleship, and ‘engaging bel/evers in mmlstry and missions is so
essential. These three clear purposes of the church cannot be accomplished by
manmade organizations. They are-God's plan for God’s church empowered
only by God's Spirit. —

Encounter; Encourage Engage needs to become our focus for plan-
ning, evaluating, -and-motivating our_ministries. We must ‘constantly keep the
purpose in focus. Oh, we can do a lot of other really good stuff, but nobody else
but the church has beencalled to do this stuff. .. = .

Such focus (and constant refocusmg) is essential. Without it years will
pass by and we will point to the many-good’ things done, rather than to God’s
work accomplished. It is not only important that the train keep moving; it must
be on the right track. Join me as we continue to focus on encountering and be-
ing encountered by our wonderful Savior and Almighty God.

On another note: Mike Head'’s has served our church as Associate Pas-
tor for Administration for seven years this week. His responsibilities are multi-
faceted and very important. | know you all appreciate Mike’s work, so take time
to let him know this week. Thanks Mike.

In His Love,
Pastor Randy




Deacons of the We
Jerry Joyne

Sunday School Attendance
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www.fbccookeville.org
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2 Cookeville, Tennessee 38501

Hispanic Ministry Update: Soccer
Championships provide opportunity
to share the gospel

We have been blessed this month with the arrival of a four-member
Hispanic family and one person from Nicaragua. These brothers and S|sters

in Christ were living in Miami and
moved to Cookeville. They like it here
and they previously attended a Bap-
tist church.

The Hispanic Soccer Champi-
onship Saturdays are going really
good. So far we have handed out 500
evangelism tracks. | have the privi-
lege to share Jesus before the begin-
ning of each game. The day before
Easter | read from the scriptures
about the power of His resurrection
for all. It was really a blessing.

During the same time, |

Pastor Alain Edel shares the gos-
pel before one of the games in the
Hispanic Soccer Championships.

shared the gospel one-on-one with three Hispanic guys. Two of them
prayed to receive Jesus. That makes all the hard effort worth it.

There are three more months of the soccer championships, and per-
sonally my desire is to bring all the people possible to church and see them
grow in Christ for the glory of our Father in heaven. Hard work for the Lord
always pays off in blessings for those who serve Him.

Thanks to all my brothers and sisters who approach me and my wife
with encouraging words and for all your prayers. Thanks from my family to

all of you.

Pastor Alain Edel
Assistant Pastor for Hispanic Ministry

Children’s choir planning a
great spring

Spring is a great time for the
preschool and children’s choir minis-
try at First Baptist. In
addition to singing in
worship, as the older
preschoolers are doing
this morning, the chil-
dren are in the midst of
preparing the musical

Night

Ni@a

Membership in the preschool
and children’s choirs is currently
open. Choirs are avail-
able for children from
age three through
grade six. Each of the
four choirs meets on
Wednesdays at 5:00
p.m. The choirs dis-

“Nic at Night.” This fun AM,,s,calP.ayformdsaboummem miss in five minute in-

production will tell the

story of Nicodemus and how he be-
came a disciple of Jesus. “Nic at
Night” will be presented on Wednes-
day, May 21, at 6:30 p.m.

tervals beginning with
the young preschoolers at 5:40 p.m.
A special children’s choir informa-
tion brochure is available at the wel-
come desk and in the church office.

Bulletin Board

MISSING

Missing Pagers

If you have pager number 12, 20, 22, 29, 35, 37, or 38,
please turn them back in to the nursery immediately.

MEETING

Town Hall Meeting

With the Stewardship Committee
Sunday, April 6 @ 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 9 @ 5:30 p.m.
Conference Room

WOMEN
@ON/[, Women on Mission Associational Meeting
§ & Tuesday, April 8
= = Washington Avenue Baptist Church
6:30 p.m.

Guest speakers: Dr. Tom & Leda Riley returning from
mission trip to Africa

YOUTH

Youth Week

April 20-27

Fifty plus youth are needed to serve. Pick up a Youth Lead-
ership Survey and sign up to be a part of Youth Week by
April 13.

0

Day Trip to Dollywood
¢. Saturday, April 19

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Cost: $35 and money for food
Sign up by April 16

VBS

VBS t-shirts

It's time to order your VBS t-shirts!

Order forms are available in the church office and the cen-
tral lobby. The deadline to order is April 16.

SPORTS/RECREATION

Men’s softball

Games begin April 28

Cost: $7

Sign up in the Family Life Center

Stewardship Verse

God grants to people his ability to earn that
which is His already; money and wealth.
Both riches and honor come from Thee, and Thou dost rule over all, and in Thy hand is

power and might; and it lies in Thy hand to make great, and to strengthen everyone.
I Chronicles 29:12

Weekly Activities




