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Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering

For International Missions
Providing housing, salary and more

Church Goal: $30,000

8 months

7 months
$27,240

6 months
$23,350

5 months
$19,460

4 months
$15,570

3 months
$11,680

2 months
$7,780

$4,552

1 month
$3,890

urch staff

Ph.D, Senior Pastor
Pastor of Administration
Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care
& Senior Adults
Bill Stone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Collegiates
Steve Farris, D.Min., Assistant Pastor for Outreach,

Adult Education and Missions
Ann Hertzfeldt, Director of Preschool &

Children

Pastor’'s Heart

It's easy to lose Jesus in Christmas. The hurried and
harried preparations. The emphasis upon family time or the
disappointments that intermingle with family activities. Even
the special preparations for church events. All of these can
conspire to rob Jesus of this season.

But Christmas really isn't about family times. It's not
about special music. It's not about shopping, or gifts, or din-
ners. Christmas is about God breaking into our world and our dilemma. It is
about God's only answer for our sin problem. It is about our only hope for
heaven.

In a way, Christmas is about the cross. Certainly Christmas is about
Christ!

All the other stuff, even the good stuff, is really about traditions that
have grown up around the season. Christmas has not always included expen-
sive gifts, and make-believe stories, and travel to Granny and Gramps. We do
ourselves, our children, and our God a disservice when we forget that. Too
many will celebrate a Christ-less Christmas this year. The closest many will
come to Jesus in this season is putting a porcelain baby in a tiny toy manger.

It takes focused attention and intentional choice to make the celebra-
tion and worship of Jesus the center of this season. We do so at the Adkisson
home by making sure that the Bible story is the first thing celebrated on
Christmas morning. But we also do it by reminding each other where the true
meaning of Christmas resides: in the manger and on the cross.

By the way, it doesn't mess with my joy if someone says, "Happy Holi-
days" to me. After all it is a holiday time, between Thanksgiving and the New
Year. Now, I plan to say "Merry Christmas" to everyone. But [ will show the
love of Christ by saying, "Happy Hanukkah" to my Jewish friends. Even, Happy
Kwanzaa to my African American friends, if they celebrate that season. My
prayer for all is a happy and blessed New Year.

[ strongly believe that if we will show the love of Jesus to everyone
around us instead of wearing our pet peeves upon our shoulders we will bear
fruitful witness to the real reason for this season. Oh, go ahead and graciously
share with a store manager that you'd rather hear "Merry Christmas" and that
you don't want the significance of the season hidden. But show grace and kind-
ness to all who wish you well. That's the Christian thing to do.

On a different note: Are you an angel? Have you ever met one? That
will be our focus this morning. And next week we will meet a very special An-
gel in the pages of God's word. So don't miss either emphasis.

The word says, “Let love of the brethren continue. Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels with-
out knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:1-2)

See you in Worship,
Pastor Randy



Sunday School Attendance
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Christmas Musical next
Sunday evening

The Music Ministry of First Baptist will present a concert of Christmas
music Sunday evening, December 11, at 6:00 p.m. This annual event will fea-
ture the Sanctuary and Chi Rho Youth Choirs as well as the FBC Orchestra
and the Praise Ringers Handbell Ensemble.

Todd Arnold planned the program, which is entitled Joy Has Dawned.
This concert highlights the joy found in the hearts of mankind in response to the
birth of the Christ Child.

The Sanctuary Choir will sing the popular and upbeat Christmas hit
“Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child,” Vivaldi's Gloria (first movement), and
“Song of the Christ Child,” written by Todd Arnold. The FBC Orchestra will also
play on the Gloria.

The Chi Rho Youth Choir will present three songs during the program: a
cheerful Mary McDonald arrangement of “Who’s The Little Baby,” a stirring set-
ting of Chris Rice’s “Welcome Holy Child”, and a highly favored arrangement of
“Silent Night” performed in years past that
will include soloists singing the popular
carol in German, Spanish, and Korean.
The youth choir boys will sing a founda-
tional ostinato in Zulu throughout the piece
as well.

The Orchestra will play settings of
two carols arranged by Dan Goeller:
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” and “Pat-a-Pan.”
Pat-a-Pan is reminiscent of Dance of the
Swans from The Nutcracker, which alludes
to the theme of the tasting party later in the
evening. The orchestra will also perform a driving arrangement of Michael W.
Smith’s “Emmanuel.” Under the direction of Carol Tittle, the Praise Ringers
Handbell Ensemble will play a peaceful setting of “Away in a Manger.”

The program will conclude with a regal setting of the Townend/Getty
hymn “Joy has Dawned,” after which the concert is titled, and will be performed
by the Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra. The congregation will also sing some of
our most beloved Christmas carols. Be sure to mark your calendars and bring a
friend to share in this wonderful evening of music and fellowship.

Everyone who attends the program will be invited to a Christmas Tast-
ing Party following the concert. Linda Sharpe is coordinating the set-up and
décor for this annual extravaganza of food and fellowship. The thematic setting
of this year’s tasting party is The Nutcracker.

Sanctuary Poinsettias

I The time is coming for us to decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas celebration.
I The cost is $8 per poinsettia. Orders and money are due Monday, December 5.
| please fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate or bring it by the

: church office.

: Name

: Please place

poinsettia(s)

In memory of

OR
In honor of

____ 1 will pick up (after Christmas Eve service) Take to shutin

HOLIDAY DATES AND EVENTS

December 4 December 25

6 p.m. Children’s Christmas Music 10 a.m. Worship Service Only
December 11 Merry Christmas!

6 p.m. Christmas Musical December 26-30

7 p.m. Tasting Party Church office and FLC closed
December 21 December 28

No Wednesday night activities/service ~NO Wednesday night activities/service

No meal No meal

December 24 January 1

10 a.m. Worship Service Only

(Adult S.S. Classes that choose

to meet will be at 9:00 a.m.)
Happy New Year!

6 p.m. Christmas Eve Lord’s
Supper Service

Bulletin Board

WOMEN

B\ ON 7, ~ WMU Day Group Meeting
& ‘5‘, Tuesday, December 6 @ 9:45 a.m.
g S Room 145

Everyone is invited to join us for this meeting to learn more about
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

YOUTH

Youth Progressive Dinner

Friday, December 16 from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

There will be lots of delicious food, plus great fellowship and fun.
Those needing a ride should meet at the church at 5:45 p.m. In-
vite a friend to come with you. Please sign up by December 14.

MINISTRY

Chick-fil-A Night for Backpack Program
Thursday, December 15 from 5:00-8:00 p.m.

Anyone who places an order that night and tells the staff that
they are there for the Spirit Night will earn 15% of their purchase
for the backpack program.

MISSIONS

India Mission Trip Meeting

Would you allow God to use you in North India next year? There
will be an information meeting Dec 18 after the morning service
in Room 177. You will also find info in the Central Lobby. Dead-
line to sign up with $100 deposit is Jan 8.

COMING IN JANUARY

Cappuceino Class would likeg to inviteg anyg gals age 21 and up to
join us for a multi-gegnerational Coffeg Cup Biblg Study Serigs:
“Sumatra with the Sgven Churches.” Register and preorder study
book by January 2 at chureh officg. Book cost is $10.

Adult Grief Recovery

Have you lost a husband, wife, child, parents, grandparents,
aunt, uncle, and/or friends? Join us for Grief Share beginning
January 10. This 13-week class will meet in Room 177 at 9 a.m.
Call the church office at 526-7108 for more information.

Weekly Activities




